By The Way, Mumbai

ST wanT five years for myself, T want w
go 1o Mumbai and see if T have it in me
1o become a singer, If P'm not successful
I'll come back home and take up the
ugual 9-5 life” It was 22-year-old Arnab
Chakeaboery trying to convinee his father
to let him walk towards his dreams,
Today we all know him as the voice of
Akshay Kumar in movies like Rhades
anned Py,

This 1977 born Bengali was inclined
tenwards music since his childhood.
Participating in contests and winning
them wag a routing for him. Little did he
realise then that he probably had it in
hirn to make it big in the field of
plavback singing, Like any other student,
he paid more emphasic on academics
and pursued singing as Sust another
hobby’. Encoursgement from well wish-
exs egged him to purse singing full-tme
and become a playback singer, *“Today
mise 5 not just my hobby but my pas-
sion,” he says odth a twinkle in his eye.

Ammnab gave his firse live performance
at 15, With a strong base in Hindustani
Classical Music from Gauam Mukherjee
and 2 Diploma in Light Hindustani
Vocal under Pandit Achyur Thakue, this
Commerce graduare surely knew whar
lay ahead of him. “The struggle was not
easy but life has been kind 1o me because
I bumbly accepred every oppornmiry

Arnab Chakraborty’s five
year tryst with destiny ends
in sucess, glory and fame.
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without considering it to be big or
small,” says Arnab when asked about his
fivve year tryst with destny.

He began with singing jingles for
TV commercials like AirTel, Parachute,
Samsung, Britannia, TUR, Vimal Suiting,
Astan Paintzs, Odonil and a host of oth-
ers. While assisting the music duo Jatn-
Lalit, he also recorded many scratch
tracks for them. Howeser, the big break
came when Shankar-Ehsaan-Lay signed
him as one of the singers for the die
track of ¥eb Kya Ho Rabs Hal

The fruit of success was sipening and
Arnab struck gold with music director
Ram Sampath. Recalling the incident
that gave him “Wada raha’ in Khaker, he
says, T had recorded the scranch rack
for this song and ir was 1o be dubbed by
a senbor ardste, Bur surpeisingly, Ramit
decided to eerain ray voice for the Alm."
The song not only catapulred him o the
mch awaited and well deserved recogni-
tion but also earned him the Zee Cine
Awvard (20035) for Best Male Playback
Singer. Arnab’s associatdon with his
mentor did not stap with Kbebe, He
went on 1o do three more songs in his
next film, Faorify, our of which ‘Qa[m
qatea” and )
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hits. In fact ‘gatra garea’ sull rubes the
charts. These rwo films carned him the
title of Akshay Kumars voice. Working
with eminent composess like Shankar-
Ehsaan-Loy, Ram Sampal]'., Shantng
Moitra, Salim-Suleiman, Pritam, Raju
Singh, Jatin-Lalit, Nikhil-Vinay and many
others enriched Arnab with valuable
experience and immense exposure, It
even fuelled oppormenites like working
deown South with MM Kreern for his
Telegu maovie Nemewnamy, “Working with
stch geear musicians helped ry music to
marure,” he says with humilie and
gratnade.

Arnab's Jarest sole Indi-pop album
Maaw on Times Music is zeminiscent of
his childhood and echoes memories of
his beloved Kolkara, The hearr-rouching
lyrics by Amit Singh plays on the mnes
of Dony Hararika's mix of Indian follk
mmsic with western hears, Waitng in the
wings 15 Meghna Gulears next where his
soulful voice brings 1o life lyocs by the
legendary Gulzar. Bagking in plory and
celebraing the clearance of his fve year
test of fice, this man is here o sy, E30
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